
HOW TOs

Foundation Housing has produced these ‘How to’ guides to 
help tenants make some repairs to their homes.  

Please contact:
 1300 895 205

or
repairs@foundationhousing.org.au

if you need further assistance or have any queries.

Always contact Foundation Housing if you are not sure if 
something needs professional attention.
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Walls can be damaged in a wide variety of ways, from pin holes and cracks to 
large break outs.  How to repair each of these holes will largely depend on the 
extent of the damage. This guide will provide helpful hints on how to patch 
imperfections or holes in walls. Remember to always check with Foundation 
Housing if you are unsure if something is your responsibility or if it needs 
professional attendance.   

METHOD 1 

FIXING A VERY SMALL HOLE IN THE WALL 

 

1. Purchase filling putty and a small putty knife if repairing a very small hole   

Very small holes are usually caused by nails or screws and can be repaired easily 
and quickly with filling putty (such as Poly Filla for small cracks). 

 There are a variety of putties for sale in hardware and DIY stores.  It is usually a 
good idea to purchase a non-shrinking putty, so that a crack does not develop 
between the wall and the patch.   
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2. Spread a small amount of putty over the hole with your putty knife.   

 Do not put a lot of putty on your knife and fill the hole with an appropriate 
amount of putty to fill the gap. 

 

 

3. Smooth the putty out with your putty knife.   

 Ideally, the transition between the wall and the patch should not be visible and 
will be smooth.  

 

 Once the putty has been smoothed out, wipe off any excess with a damp cloth. If 
the putty doesn’t feel smooth, you can start over with some more putty on the 
putty knife until the finish is smooth. 

 

4. Allow the putty to dry and then paint the patch, if necessary.   

 Sometimes a hole is so small and your wall colour is light enough that retouching 
the paint is not necessary, so make this judgement once the putty has dried.   
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METHOD 2 

FIXING A GOLFBALL SIZED HOLE IN A WALL 

 
 

1. Gather and purchase all the supplies and tools you will need.   

 To patch a hole the size of a golf ball you will need some flushing tape, a small 
amount of filling putty (Poly Filla for large cracks), a putty knife, and 120 grit 
sandpaper. 

 

2. Apply flushing tape over the hole.   

 Tape comes in a variety of sizes and is available at any hardware or DIY store. 
It is made specifically to patch holes, so sticks to the wall and provides a good 
surface to smooth over with filling putty.  
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3. Apply filling putty over the patch and leave it to dry.  

 Use your putty knife to spread it on the wall and smooth it out. 

 Leave the patch to completely dry, which can take up to 24 hours.  

 Once dry, sand the patch until it is smooth and you cannot feel any seams 
between the patch and the existing wall.  

 

4.  Paint the patch to match the rest of the wall.   

 Make sure all the dust from the sanding is off the area.  

 Paint the area to match the rest of the wall.  
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